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The Fabulous Zed 
Watson! 
By Basil Sylvester 
 
About the author: 
 

Basil Sylvester is a nonbinary bookseller. Their favorite monsters are vampires. They 
live in Toronto. This is their first book. 
 
 Source: book jacket 

 
About this book: 
 

Zed Watson loves a few things: their name (which they chose themself!), their big 
rambunctious family, and—oh yeah—monsters. When Zed discovered the mystery 
surrounding an unpublished novel called The Monster's Castle, they were completely 
hooked. Now Zed is a member of a small but dedicated legion devoted to finding the 
long-buried text. 
 
When a breakthrough discovery leads Zed to the route that they are sure will take 
them to the treasure, they know it's time for a road trip. And with the help of their shy, 
flora-loving neighbour, Gabe, and his sister, Sam, a geologist who is driving back to 
college in Arizona, Zed and company are soon off on a wild adventure following 
cryptic clues. 
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But it's not all fun and games. Gabe doesn't like Zed's snacks, Sam is a bossy driver 
with total command of the ancient Impreza's stereo, and Zed is often misgendered. 
It's a good thing they also encounter kind strangers, potato-themed dance-offs and 
lots and lots of ice cream along the way. If Zed and Gabe can combine their 
strengths, survive Sam's wrath and best the greedy historian who's also hot on the 
book's trail, they just might find the greatest treasure of all. 
 
 Source: Publisher’s website (https://www.harpercollins.ca/) 

 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1. What did you enjoy about this book? 
 
2. What have you read that is similar to this book? 
 
3. What are some of the major themes of this book? 
 
4. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel? 
 
5. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? 
 
6. Think about one of the minor characters in the story. Why did the author include 
him/her? 
 
7. Is the setting of the story important to the book? In what ways? 
 
8. Are you satisfied with the ending? Why or why not? 
 
9. Have you ever experienced anything similar to the action of this novel? 
 
10. Did you find this book a quick read? Why or why not? 

https://www.harpercollins.ca/
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11. What were your concerns about this book? 
 
12. What scene do you remember best? Why do you think that is? 
 
13. If this book was made into a movie, who would you cast in the title roles? 
 
14. If the book you are discussing has chapter titles, take a second look. Why do you 
think the author selected those titles? Are they hints to what’s going to come in the 
chapter? Are there any that didn’t make sense? 
 
 
Source: Multnomah County Library (https://multcolib.org/talk-it-book-groups-kids) 
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